'TUGS' 


Story Synopsis 


SUNSHINE 


Early Spring in the Bigg City Port. Little Ten Cents, the Star Tugs only Switcher, is very over 
worked. Captain Star arranges for another Switcher named Sunshine to help. While the other 
Star Tugs beat their rivals the Z-Stacks to a new towing contract, Ten Cents and Sunshine 
become good friends. When the Switchers have their chance to help dock a Liner, Sunshine is 
rammed into the side of the Liner by the evil Z- Stack, Zorran. An embarrasment Sunshine 
hides in shame. Discovered by Ten Cents, who has learnt the truth, Sunshine returns to become 
the newest addition to the Star Tugs. 


HARBOR LIFE 


Hercules the Star Ocean Tug, pulls a line of barges across the Bigg City Port. Ten Cents has to 
stop switching the barges to take an important load upriver. He is tricked into running aground 
by the Z- Stacks who take his tow. In the final American football style confrontation between 
the Star Tugs and Z-Stacks, Ten Cents is able to 'sack' the Z- Stack' quarter back’ and regain his 
rightful tow. The victorious team head back to their pier with Top hat reluctantly accepting 
Sunshine as a full member of the Star Tugs. 


UPRIVER OPERATION 


By late Spring the ice has melted sufficiently for Big Mac to bring the first string of logs down 
river to the Bigg city Port. Unfortunately, the ice floes are dislodged and career down on the 
spring surge tides decimating the upriver industrial area. The Star Tugs manage to escape most 
of the destruction, but Sunshine is put into grave danger as Big Mac navigates the logs through 
the bends in the river. It's only the experience and the shallow draft of O.J., the paddle wheeled 
elest Star Tug, saves him from being crushed by the logs. 


RAIL ROAD 


Top Hat is a rail road tug he is also the most vain and self centered of the Star Tugs. When an 
accident caused by the stupidity of two Z- Stacks endangers the dock side locomotive, Little Owl, 
it is Top Hat's quick thinking that saves the passenger train. But he cannot save Little Owl and 
the freight train. Full of emotion, Top Hat gets help and even he sheds a tear when the Star Tugs 
and floating cranes lift Little Owl back onto the tracks. 


(2) 


THE BIGG BANG 


Naval pomposity and harbor tug carelessness cause the biggest disaster the Bigg City Port is 
likely to suffer. A Naval Supply Ship explodes setting fire to the Naval and old dockside of the 
city. Sunshine bravely saves the ferry from being engulfed in flames but when the city itself is 
threatened by a burning gasoline barge it is Top Hat who braves the flames and saves the City. 
With the fire under control the Star Tugs mourn the loss of Ten Cents who was caught in an 
explosion in the estuary trying to move an oil barge. Suddenly the air is full of joyful whistles as 
Ten Cents, battered and blackened by the explosion, steams into his berth. 


WARRIOR'S LONGEST DAY 


Mid summer, the longest day of the year and it is hot. Captain Star gives the accident prone 
Warrior his final warning 'either shape up or ship out!' For the whole day Warrior does not see a 
single incident, but the effects of his passing cause untold confusion and damage. No one is 
spared even Grampus the submarine is left floundering upside down. Although he has not been 
involved in a single incident, a final long look across the harbor tells the saga of Warrior's longest 
day. 


4TH OF JULY 


Crash! an unknown Steamer hits Lillie Lightship, it is only the quick thinking of Grampus the 
midget submrine that saves her . Grampus is the hero of the day but today July 4th Grampus, 
now obsolete, loses his Naval Commission and is ordered to sea for the last time as a gunnery 
target. The outraged Star Tugs use the 4th of July Regatta as a cover to save Grampus but the 
Navy force Big Mac to give him up. Knowing how invaluable Grampus is in the docks, Captain 
Star is able to persuade the Authorities to save Grampus. 


HIGH WINDS 


The Autumn winds are one of the Tugs' worst enemies, so Captain Star assigns the massively 
powerful Hercules to help O.J., Warrior and Big Mac bring the Liner, Princes Alice, safely 
through the estuary. Zorran, leader of the Z-Stacks, ignores all warnings as the Z-Stacks bring in 
the second Liner, Duchess, through the wind swept estuary. Inevitably, the Z-Stacks lose control 
as the Duchess is blown across the estuary blockings it completely. Using all the facilities 
available to them the Star Tugs are able to free the Duchess, moments before Ten Cents who is 
trying to stop three Schooners crashing into the Liner's steel hull. The Star Tugs tow the 
Duchess into port leaving the Z- Stacks stranded. 


(3) 
NIGHT STORY 


All major Ports work twenty-four hours a day, their tugs work the same hours. The skills and 
concentration needed at night must be maintained. A single lapse by Warrior sends the garbage 
barge, The Fly Lord, to the bottom of the harbor. Under the lights of the Star Tugs, the Fly 
Lord is brought to the surface. Their celebrations are brought to a halt when Sally Seaplane has to 
make an emergency landing. Ten Cents draws the small shrimp boats into a line to provide 
landing lights for Sally to land safely. If Seaplanes had arms, Sally would have hugged Ten 
Cents for his quick thinking. 


THE JINXED TUG 


Most tugs are proud of being a tug. Boomer, an upriver tug is brought into the main port by 
Captain Star. On his first assignment he sinks mysteriously. A sudden explosion ends his 
second assignment. In Lucky's repair yard Boomer confesses his reluctance to be a tug to Ten 
Cents. His final accident destroys his aft deck and wheelhouse. Later, Ten Cents meets 
Boomer who is now very happy having been converted into a houseboat. 


GHOST FLEETS 


The apparitions of three white tugs floating in the late Autumn fogs terrorise in turn, O.J., 
Warrior, Top Hat and Big Mac. Ten Cents and Sunshine scoff at the ghost stories until 
somewhere out in the estuary they are surrounded by the colored navigation lights of the ghost 
fleet. In panic they head out to sea where the giant head of King Nepture rises in front of them. 
Terrified, they turn tail and head back to the safety of their berths. Hercules later explains that a 
company of white tugs are following an iceberg down the coast to reclaim an ancient frigate 
trapped inside it. 


CHRISTMAS STORY 


The Star Tugs are extra excited because every Christmas Eve the S.S. Vienna, the true Queen of 
the Seas, passes the Bigg City Port. This Christmas Eve however, almost turns into tragedy as 
Lillie Lightship has drifted from her anchor. Star Tugs and Z-Stacks join with Sally Seaplane to 
find her. Eventually she is sighted heading onto Demder Rocks. Only inches from being 
smashed onto the rocks the Star Tugs pull her to safety and back into position to keep the S.S. 
Vienna on course. Upriver Ten Cents is certain that he will miss seeing the Queen of the Seas. 
Fortunately Izzy Gomez the Tramp Steamer tells him a short cut. Almost steaming out too far, 
he hears the S.S. Vienna call to him as she passes. "Good night Ten Cents" she calls 
"Goodnight Vienna" replies a very happy Star Tug. 


